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“Whales are seen close by, a few eiders passing, and our

ringed seal friends are happy to see us again up close.”
Billy Adams 5/2/15

i
Billy Adams,
Utgiagvik

“It is noticeable how little adventurers who want to walk

across the pack ice know about the difficulty.”
Joe Leavitt 4/7/08
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“One more whale taken, wind keeps most boats off of lead.”

Joe Leavitt, Utgiagvik 5/11/17
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AAOKH
Seasonal Ice Zone Observing Network (SIZONet) and Alaska Arctic Observatory & Knowledge Hub (AAOKH)

2007-04-20 Joe Leavitt Utqiagvik (Barrow) g m § =‘

Water about 5 mi out men busy making trails, whales sighted well off shore

2007-04-21 Joe Leavitt Utqiagvik (Barrow) g m =‘

Water 4.5mi from beach Saw 1 whale work on trail pass duck camp

2007-04-26 Joe Leavitt Utgiagvik (Barrow) m =‘

Whaling still waiting For wind. Whales going by more crew out on ice. Water 4-5mi out...

2007-04-29 Joe Leavitt Utgiagvik (Barrow) ﬁ % p =‘

1 whale taken , wind very weak now, young ice Forming on edge of shorefast. Saw 2 Fallocks of ducks today, whale with calf sighted. 1 crew report strange whale with fin AAOKH/SIZONet



Trails to the Whale

A 20-year record of Utgiagvik's

spring whaling trails

Cowmpiled by the Alaska Arctic Observatory _

and Knowledge Hub WHALES LANDED
3 Bowhead whales

landed in spring; 1 lost

*

APRIL TEMPERATURE

-17 °C/ 2 °F average

2

PREVAILING WINDS
April: E 11 mph
May: W 10 mph

A
ICE

First observed shorefast ice: Nov. 6

Average thickness
during whaling: 7.7 feet

Thickness occurs most often: 4.6 feet




Average ice thickness during Spring Whaling 2008-2024
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Whales landed during Spring 2008-2024
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Whales landed and Average ice thickness during Spring Whaling (feet)
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“We as Inupiat have known that
our animals are adaptive to
changes in the environment as
they have seen other changes
long before we were here.”

Billy Adams 1/21/22

“We share the common things
throughout the entire state
which is erosion, less ice, and
more open ocean seasons.
Animals are still healthy but
have adapted over the short 20
some years...”

Billy Adams 10/8/15
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