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Bridging Identity With Passi cing Knowledge to Support Policy Change

How can two-eyed seeing co-create, co-produce, and co-design a story supporting both Indigenous and Western Knowledge to influence politicians for policy change?

Background

Elder Ross Schaeffer was born, raised, and resides in Kotzebue,
Alaska where his way of life revolves around a subsistence
lifestyle. This way of life is governed by cultural practices,
climate change, and global warming. Together, we develop a
story of Arctic sea ice decline through a two-eyed seeing
approach introduced by Elder Mi’kmaq Albert Marshall. Two-
eyed seeing recognizes Indigenous Knowledge and Western
Knowledge as separate knowledge systems that, together co-
create, co-produce, and co-design an understanding of systems
to address issues around climate change, global warming, and
its effects on cultural practices. As stewards of the land for
millennia Western scientist have lessons to learn.
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Results

Conclusions

Two-eyed seeing can identify
anomalies supporting facts about
climate change effects on Arctic Sea
ice and Indigenous communities.
Through this framework we can begin
reconciliation by engaging with
Indigenous communities in policy
development. This means, Indigenous
People are active in constructing,
designing, and implementing policies
that involve their way of life.

Two-eyed seeing allows Indigenous
People to share their relationships
with the natural world and the
Indigenous Knowledge that has been
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Mixed Methods

Analyzed oral histories with Elders from
project jukebox

Turned themes into thematic codes

With those thematic codes | produced a
histogram for a visual

Built a relationship with Ross Schaeffer and,
together we created a timeline of his
observations

5. Compare observations to satellite sea ice
data
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Navigating the New Arctic Community Office

https://nna-co.org/

For more information, contact jperea@alaskapacific.edu
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Quyanagpak to all the Elders, Elder Ross Schaffer, Elder John Goodwin, Elder Pearl Goodwin, Elder
Willie Goodwin Jr., Elder Frank "Obbie" Greene, Elder Cyrus Haris, and Elder Joe Harri sharing traditional
knowledge.

Quyanagpak to Elder Ross Schaeffer for sharing his traditional knowledge, way of life, and way of lfe. This entire
project was P e N

Thankyou ough the NNA REU Alicia and Alyse for organizing the
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